
 

P-04-440 : Say NO to Asset Stripping Bronllys Hospital – Correspondence 

from the Petitioner to the Committee, 17.09.14 

 

Dear Kayleigh 

 

Thank you for your email. I trust you will be able to include this email and the 

attached documents for the Petitions Committee meeting to be held on the 23rd 

September. 

 

In reference to our Petition, as the Powys Teaching Health Board have FAILED to 

meet the caveats they agreed to, prior and post moving the Stroke Unit from 

Bronllys Hospital, we would urge the Petitions Committee to request that the Welsh 

Assembly Government instruct the Health Board to re-transfer the Stroke Unit back 

to Bronllys Hospital IMMEDIATELY. 

 

The Powys Teaching Health Board moved the Stroke Unit SUBJECT to the following 

caveats: 

 

1. That they RESOLVE the parking difficulties at Brecon War Memorial Hospital PRIOR 

to moving the Stroke Unit out of Bronllys Community Hospital in February 2014. 

2. That they come up with a Robust Plan for Bronllys Community Hospital.  

The Health Board broke their first caveat and despite it, moved the Stroke Unit 

ignoring the parking issue. 

 

On the Plan for Bronllys Community Hospital, the Health Board have set up an 

'engagement process' as what to do with the 'Hospital grounds', but not the NHS 

Community Hospital. It appears that as we thought, the Board have misled the 

public and the Community Health Council. 

 

3.       The Petitioners are still very unhappy about the way the previous Chair of the 

CHC, Gill Thomas, responded to our complaint about the CHC,  Exec David Adam’s 

reply to the WAG Petition Committee. We will be taking this up with her, when we 

can. 

  

4.       Local people involved in our petition and other health concerns have set up 

“Powys Health and Well Being Action Group” This group has responded to the PtHB 

engagement and have come up with proposals for a Health and Well Being Park, 

with Bronllys Community Hospital at the heart of it. The report  “Bronllys Park: a 

vision for the next 100 years” is being released, to all interested parties  and 



it  attached with this reply.(Along with the report are two abstracts, best viewed in 

print layout.) 

  

5.        The PH&WB group is also very concerned that the PtHB will replace Bronllys 

Community Hospital with a Health and Social Care Centre, as has happened in Builth 

Wells. The facility Glan Irfon is a Care home with 12 beds designated to GPs and the 

nursing input has to be provided by already stretched Community Nursing Teams. 

  

  

6.       There are many health concerns that people are bringing to PH&WB but the 

most pressing is the early resignation of the Consultant for Older people, Dr Dunne 

and the PTHBs inability to replace her. 

  

In closing, we feel it is vital for the Petitions Committee to continue to monitor what 

is happening. There is a real danger that our part of Mid Wales, becomes the rural 

equivalent of Mid Staffs   

 

Sincerely, 

 

Michael Eccles 

 

For and on Behalf of The Powys Health and Wellbeing Action Group 

 

Work of the Petitioners: The Powys Health and Wellbeing Action Group 

 

The Powys Health and Wellbeing Action Group Report: Bronllys Park - a Vision for the next 

100 Years (Bronllys Health & WellBeing 4 Sept 14).pdf 

 

Since raising the Petition, the Petitioners and Signatories have formed "The Powys Health 

and Wellbeing Action Group" to make proposals to the Powys Teaching Health Board AND to 

monitor their activities, and specifically in relation to Bronllys Hospital ( See Appendix 2 - 

Page 23 of The Powys Health and Wellbeing Action Group Report: Bronllys Park - a Vision for 

the next 100 Years - Bronllys Health & WellBeing - Attached.) 

 

The Petitions Committee may also be interested in the attached SUMMARY Documents: 

 

The Powys Health and Wellbeing Action Group Proposals at a glance: Work, Play and Social 

Life in the Bronllys Health and Well Being Park.pdf 

 

and 

 

The Powys Health and Wellbeing Action Group Proposals at a glance: Living Life to the Full in 

Bronllys Health & Wellbeing Park.pdf 



The$Proposals$at$a$glance$Work,$Play$and$Social$Life$in$the$Bronllys$Health$and$Well$Being$Park$$$cont.$
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Play!in!the!Park:!open!to!all!!!

Play!and!recreation,!crucial!for!
gaining!and!maintaining!fitness!
and!well!being,!will!be!enhanced!
in!the!Park.!Healthy!living!life!
styles!will!feature.!Tennis,!bowls,!
petanque!and!crochet!will!be!
restored!to!the!Park.!Fishing!
pursuits!will!return!as!the!small!
lake!is!restored.!!Walks!will!be!
extended!to!gain!safe!access!to!
nearby!facilities!of!Gyms!and!
swimming!pool.!The!Woodland!
Military!walk!will!be!extended!into!
the!landscape.!

!Safe!Cycleways!through!the!Park!
will!offer!safe!places!for!people!to!
learn!and!train!on!Tandems!and!
tricycles!will!be!available!for!
disabled!or!those!too!timid!for!the!
open!road!initially.!The!wider!
environs!of!the!Park!set!in!
stunning!Hills,!Mountains!!and!
sweeping!Valleys!offers!wonderful!
opportunities!to!people!who!wish!
to!maintain!their!health.!The!Park!
proposers!feel!that!it!will!offer!the!
chance!to!make!a!national!base!
for!Cycle!Road!Racing.!This!sport!
has!become!iconic!in!recent!years,!
is!easily!accessible!and!is!gaining!
in!popularity!

!

!

Work!in!the!Park:!open!to!all!!!

!!Bronllys!hospital!already!offers!
valuable,!skilled!jobs.!There!will!
be!increases!in!knowledge!
based!businesses,!eco,!bio!and!
Hitech!research!bases.!High!
level!skill!training!for!clinical!
and!care!staff,!will!be!available.!
This!will!encourage!well!
qualified!young!people!to!
remain!or!return!to!Powys.!The!
Park!and!its!feel!good!factors!
and!its!facilities,!will!assist!in!
staff!recruitment!and!retention.!
The!setup!of!the!site!with!all!
kind!of!homes!new!businesses!
and!facilities,!will!boost!the!
local!services!industry.!The!
community!will!also!assist!in!
the!extending!of!older!peoples!
working!lives!both!paid!and!
unpaid.!!Market!Gardening!on!
the!site!along!the!“Severn!
Project”!lines,!could!offer!not!
only!fresh!food!sales!but!
empowerment.!The!project!is!
financially!selfLsustainable!and!
offers!people!the!chance!to!
gain!independence.!Increasing!
in!Park!employment,!will!also!
make!for!a!more!mixed!and!
vibrant!community.!This!will!
also!regenerate!the!area.!

Social:!Open!to!all!

A!rich!social!and!cultural!life!are!also!
central!to!wellbeing,!the!new!Park!
would!have!a!reading!room,!book!
share!scheme,!and!a!range!of!
bookclubs.!There!would!be!a!regular!
visit!by!the!mobile!library.!There!
would!be!a!tea!room!and!a!Social!
Club!hosting!Dances,!Bands,!Jazz!
and!Open!Mike!evenings.!A!Cyber!
Cafe!hosting!whist,!quoits,!darts,!bar!
billiards.!Board!Games!from!
Scrabble!and!Ludo!to!Dragon!Chase.!
There!will!be!facilities!for!Seminars!
Conferences,!Lecture!and!catering.!
There!will!be!space!for!a!range!of!
hobby!groups,!gardening,!sewing,!
wildlife!study.!Art,!singing!and!music!
group!will!be!offered.!Skills!
Exchanges!will!be!set!up!from!
tractor!maintenance!to!furniture!
restoration!to!jewellery!making!to….!
The!listed!Chapel!will!offer!spiritual!
focus!for!the!Park,!and!more!secular!
support!with!talks,!poetry!readings,!
concerts!and!singing!groups,!
seasonal!Floral!shows!etc.!The!
Health!and!well!Being!Park!will!also!
be!designed!to!have!outdoor!places!
where!people!can!meet!and!talk!and!
have!fun.!There!will!also!be!space!
for!solitude!and!contemplation.!

!

!

The!Park:!open!to!all!!!!!!
It!will!remain!close!to!
nature,!in!its!beautiful!
setting!with!high!quality!
landscaping;!protecting!
and!complementing!

what!was!already!there.!
Careful!building!design!
will!be!core!to!the!Park!
and!biodiversity!will!be!
enhanced!with!sensitive!
planting.!The!Park!will!
only!use!surplus!land,!
not!needed!now!or!in!
the!future,!by!the!PtHB.!

The!new!Park!will!
enhance!the!existing!
facilities!and!become!a!
place!to!visit!(not!just!

when!you!are!poorly).!It!
will!be!an!asset!to!the!

village!and!wider!comm!L
unity,!bringing!Health!
and!Well!Being!to!Mid!
Wales.!It!will!also!

become!a!Flagship!for!
Quality!Rural!Health!Care!






























































